
1, circuit Gilles-Villeneuve
Montréal (Québec)
Canada H3C 1A9

parcjeandrapeau.com

Context 
This document aims to regulate filming authorization requests within 
the territory of the Société du parc Jean-Drapeau (SPJD), including 
Île Sainte-Hélène and Île Notre-Dame. Its objective is to preserve 
the quality of life of users and partners while ensuring the smooth 
operation of SPJD activities.

This procedure applies to both commercial filming and professional 
photography sessions.

Authorization Request
Any individual or production company wishing to conduct a filming 
project (film, TV show, series, documentary, commercial, etc.) must 
obtain prior authorization. To do so, they must submit a filming permit 
request to SPJD’s rental service. 

Conditions for Permit Issuance 

A filming permit may be issued subject to compliance with the 
following conditions:

•	 Deadlines: The completed filming request form must be 
submitted in writing at least fifteen (15) days before the start  
of filming.

•	 Compliance: The request must adhere to this policy.

•	 Payment: Permit, rental, and service fees must be paid before 
taking possession of the location.

•	 Regulations: The applicant must comply with the regulations  
of Parc Jean-Drapeau and the City of Montreal.

Exception:

Filming for television news reports does not require a permit. However, 
authorization and coordination must be obtained from the SPJD 
communications department.

Procedures for Obtaining a Permit 
To be considered, the permit application must include the following 
information and documents: 

•	 Identification of the production company;

•	 Identification of the authorized representative (must be present 
on-site at all times during the filming);

•	 Filming details:

	- Title of the production;

	- Type of production;

	- Locations requested for filming;

	- Filming schedule (including setup and takedown);

	- Number of people involved;

	- Technical requirements (electricity, plumbing, etc.);

	- Need for support rooms;

	- Need for personal and technical parking spaces;

	- Proof of liability insurance: minimum coverage of $3,000,000. 
This policy must include a co-insurance endorsement naming 
both the Société du parc Jean-Drapeau (SPJD) and the City  
of Montreal as co-insured parties.

Conditions for Occupying  
Public Property 

Parking for Production Vehicles 

•	 Production vehicles must park only in authorized areas;

•	 All production vehicles must have a parking permit, just like  
any vehicle in a paid parking lot;

•	 The SPJD reserves the right to prohibit parking in any area 
deemed inappropriate.

Occupation of Public Roads for Filming 

•	 Any request for street closures requires approval from the  
SPJD security department and, if necessary, the City of Montreal 
or other relevant stakeholders;

•	 Traffic controllers equipped with safety vests and flags must be 
stationed at closure points;

•	 Pedestrian access to various sites and events must never be 
obstructed by cables or other equipment;

•	 Intermittent street closures cannot exceed three (3) minutes;

•	 An emergency vehicle lane must always remain accessible 
without delay.
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Use of Public Property for Filming

•	 Any use of facilities or buildings incurs additional fees;

•	 The SPJD cannot guarantee the availability of requested 
locations, sites, or equipment;

•	 For SPJD premises and sites, use is only permitted outside 
regular operating hours and cannot take place in occupied  
office spaces.

Stunts and Special Effects 

Stunts and special effects performed on private, public, commercial, 
industrial, or community property must be authorized by the SPJD 
security department, which will coordinate with the Montreal Fire 
Department. This request must be submitted at least three (3) weeks 
before filming.

The SPJD and its security team reserve the right to inspect film sets 
and review safety aspects with production managers. 

Other Conditions 

Involvement of Third Parties: For any filming requiring the involvement 
of third parties (e.g., Ministry of Transport, Jacques-Cartier and 
Champlain Bridges Corporation, Casino de Montréal, etc.), the applicant 
must arrange the necessary agreements directly with the relevant 
organization and provide a signed copy of the agreement with the permit 
application.

Restoration of Locations: The production must ensure the 
restoration of locations to their original state before filming. If this 
clause is not respected, the applicant must compensate the SPJD 
for the actual costs incurred for the restoration, which may include 
administrative fees. A pre- and post-filming inspection will be 
conducted with the person in charge.

Signage: Directional signage is the production’s responsibility. 
Any signs left on-site after filming will be removed by the SPJD and 
charged to the production.

Filming Site Setup: If equipment is left on-site for an extended period, 
the producer must ensure adequate security at their own expense.

Eco-Responsibility: The producer agrees to minimize waste 
generation through source reduction, reuse, recycling, and material 
recovery. The producer must also contribute an amount equivalent 
to three percent (3%) of the rental cost of the filming locations to the 
Fonds Oxygène of Parc Jean-Drapeau. This contribution supports 
SPJD’s efforts to offset greenhouse gas emissions related to daily 
operations or events, in accordance with its sustainable development 
policy.

Drone: A clear and detailed flight plan must be provided, ensuring 
respect for areas occupied by island partners, promoters, and 
contractors, as it is prohibited to fly over these zones and capture 
images without authorization. If an overflight is nevertheless planned, 
an official request must be addressed to the concerned partners. The 
applicant must also present a permit issued by Transport Canada 
specifying the operator's name and the drone model used, as well 
as a specialized aerial operations certificate, if applicable. Due to 
Parc Jean-Drapeau's location in a controlled zone, Nav Canada 
authorization is required. Additionally, proof of liability insurance, a 
detailed schedule, and, in case of involvement of a partner, promoter, 
or contractor, official authorization for image capture are also required. 

Any drone use request must be submitted at least 72 business hours 
prior to the scheduled date at tournages@parcjeandrapeau.com. 
For further information, it is recommended to consult the Transport 
Canada website.

Requirements for drones

Request for Service Use 
Any request for services (electricity, plumbing, relocations, etc.) must 
be submitted at least two (2) weeks before filming begins. Additional 
costs for labor and administration are the responsibility of the 
production.

The SPJD cannot guarantee the availability of requested services.
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Health and Safety 
All applicable health and safety regulations must be followed  
to ensure the safety of residents and crew members during filming.

Refusal
The SPJD reserves the right to deny any filming permit request, 
particularly in areas used for event setup, takedown, or ongoing work 
zones. 

Revocation  
The SPJD reserves the right to revoke any filming permit without 
refund if there is non-compliance with permit conditions and this 
policy.

Liability
The SPJD is not responsible for any organizational or financial 
inconveniences resulting from the denial or revocation of a public/
private space occupation permit.

Additionally, the SPJD assumes no civil liability for issues arising from 
the filming.  
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